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Sorm of the items yoti can find at our Gas Dock 1 .

include: Cold Beer, Cold & Hot Subs, Hot Dogs, f Wl
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Congressman Dan Kildee (MI-05), flanked by sports fishermen and
conservationists at Red Fox Outfitters in Fenton, today announced that he has
introduced new legislation in Congress to ban harmful aquaculture practices in
both the Great Lakes and federally designated Wild and Scenic Rivers, which
includes the Au Sable River. The new bills are part of Congressman Kildee s
continued efforts to protect the Great Lakes and Michigan s rivers from pollution,
disease and invasive species.

Aquaculture is the commercial raising of fish in ponds, rivers or lakes. If not done
correctly, it has been shown to increase pollution, destroy sensitive fish habitats,
spread disease and introduce non-native species. Sadly, other states have seen
polluted waterways that have crippled local economies as a result of bad
aquaculture practices. A commercial fish farm facility in Pennsylvania on Big
Spring Creek once a famous trout stream  collapsed the region s fishing
industry in the 1970s.

Like many Michiganders, | have fond memories spending time up north on the

lakes or fishing in the river with my family. For everyone in our state, our water is

precious, and that s why we have to always protect it from harm. Whether it is

Invasive species like Asian Carp, Canada s plan to store nuclear waste on the

shore of the Great Lakes or commercial fish farming, | will always fight to protect

%ilc(:jhigan s freshwater and the vital jobs that depend on it, said Congressman
ildee.

Currently, a commercial aquaculture facility near Grayling has a state-issued
Permit, through the Michigan Department of Environmental Quality, to exPand its
ish farming operation by 15 times its current size. The expansion will pollute the
Holy Waters of the Au Sable River, one of Michigan s 16 rivers designated

a Wild and Scenic River by the federal government based on its unique
ecosystems and pristine scenery.

Congressman Kildee s two bills include:

The Ban Aquaculture in the Great Lakes Act, which would ban aquaculture
facilities in the Great Lakes, ending the current patchwork of state laws that
attempt to regulate such commercial fishing.

The Preserving Fishing on Wild and Scenic Rivers Act, which would ban
aquaculture facilities on Wild and Scenic Rivers and its tributaries, such as the
Aﬁu Sable River, unless such facilities are shown not to discharge pollutants into
the river.

Banning aquaculture has support from a vast majority of Michiganders, as well
as lawmakers and conservation groups. According to a recent poll, 68 percent of
Michiganders oppose aquaculture in the Great Lakes. Additionally, this issue is
not a partisan one; Republicans in the Michigan Legislature have previously
introduced legislation to ban aquaculture in the Great Lakes and in Michigan
waterway's

Congressman Kildee s legislation also has support from the Anglers of the Au
Sable, Michigan Trout Unlimited, Michigan United Conservation Clubs, Michigan
Salmon and Steelhead Association and For the Love of Water (FLOW).

Anglers of the Au Sable applauds Congressman Kildee for addressing an
overlooked Great Lakes water issue, the introduction of pollutants by fish farms
into the Lakes and connecting waterways, said Tom Baird, president of the
organization that focuses on improving fishing on the Au Sable River. It is vital
that fish farms be operated in a way that protects the cleanliness of our rivers
and lakes, which are in a delicate balance easily tipped by addition of wastes
from aquaculture done improperly. Flow through systems that use rivers as
virtually open sewers are of particular concern to those of us who fish for trout,
which need clean, cold water to thrive. This legislation would ensure only
properly regulated fish farms which don t pollute are allowed on designated
rivers.

The Michigan Steelhead and Salmon Fishermen s Association is one of the
largest sport fishing organizations in the Great Lakes Basin. Our mission is to
protect, promote and enhance sport fishing in the Great Lakes and connecting
water ways. We are proud to support legislation to prohibit aquaculture in the
Great Lakes and to prohibit aquaculture operations that contribute to pollution of
wild and scenic rivers, said Dennis Eade, Executive Director of the Michigan
Steelhead & Salmon Fishermen s Association.

We appreciate Congressman Kildee s leadership on this very important
sportsmen s issue. Aquaculture facilities across the globe that are connected to
ﬁublic water bodies have proven to be disastrous for water quality and fish

ealth. Our $4 billion fishery in Michigan drives local economies, creates jobs,
and connects millions of Michigan citizens to our long and storied heritage as the
premier fishing destination in North America, said Dan Eichinger, Executive
Director of Michigan United Conservation Clubs, in a statement.
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OFf more recent Vingage was 3 pictuce pased
7 on so me by Bill Davis i carly 1982, The picrace
was from an Minois ourdoor publication. The
caption under the picture was: *Mike Crawley &
| holding & $7-pound S4-inch musky casght by
| Harold Fecscin (background) of Naperville, 11,
Hacold lindod tha momater with 25-pound line
ind a Johnwa spoon for bair while fishing =
Nestoe Falls Canada.”
| 1alled Mr. Firessein to gather more desaile
Dering my phone conversation with him |
| learned a couple of chings: Fin, the paper had
woi{ pooted on the weight and kengeh. The fish was 54
| pounds and 57 inches. Secoadly, the fish was
= sm‘}ubdunhmepadmhﬁubdq
KA A 54 pownder  phowographed, was eeleasod
from Calvert While on the sabyoct of buge presason
muskics, | must well you of secone info received
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ATTENTION ANGLERS:
NEW MUSKELLUNGE STUDY

DNR Lake St. Clair Fisheries Research Station and Lake Erie Management Unit May 2016

Help needed for Muskellunge
tagging study
In order to understand the movements and behavior of Muskel-
lunge and their associated fishery within the St. Clair-Detroit River -Please DO NOT remove the tag

If you catch a tagged Muskie

and plan to release it:

System the Michigan Department of Natural Resources is launch- Please Record:
ing a new study. The first step for this study begins this spring
when a small number of Muskie (~20) will be tagged during the -The tag number

DNR’s annual spring egg take in the Detroit River. Each fish will

A . _ o _ -Location of capture
receive an internal acoustic tag which is automatically detected by

listening stations deployed throughout the region. An ORANGE -Time of capture
external FLOY tag will also be attached belpw the dorsal fin (see call / Email:

photos below). If you catch a tagged Muskie and plan to release it:

please DO NOT remove the tag. Please record the tag number Jan-Michael Hessenauer

and contact Jan-Michael Hessenauer at (586) 465-4771 ext 35 or
email: hessenauerji@michigan.gov. If you harvest a tagged

Michigan DNR

Muskie please remove the acoustic tag (approximate location (586) 465-4771 ext 35
shown below) and report the tag as per above. Reporting of
tagged fish is greatly appreciated and will maximize the benefit of
this study to the management of fisheries in the St. Clair-Detroit
River System. Thank youl

hessenauerji@michigan.gov

A close up of FLOY tag attached under the dorsal fin of tagged individuals

External orange FLOY tag

7
Internal acoustic 7')

Approximate location of internal acoustic tag (insert) and external FLOY tag of
tagged fish
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2017 - M.O.M.C. Calendar of Events

March 22nd General Membership Meeting - 7:00 pm
VFW Bruce Post - St. Clair Shores

April 30th 10th Annual MOMC Spring Walleye Classic
Detroit Yacht Club - Detroit, Michigan
Captain’s Meeting 6pm April 28th at 7PM D.Y.C.

May 24th General Membership Meeting - 7:00 pm
VFW Bruce Post - St. Clair Shores

June 3rd & 4th Joe LePage Classic
Scale & Dinner Tom’s Gas Dock @ Miller Marina

June 20th 22nd Annual - Special Olympics Charity Derby
Grosse Pointe Yacht Club Capt. Meeting 7pm on 19th at G.P.Y.C.

July 8th & 9th Homer Lablanc Muskie Derby
Scale & Dinner @ Shore Club South

TBD Tod Stanton Youth Derby
Shore Club- St. Clair Shores

August 12th & 13th Bill Maertens 40lb Derby & Summer Slam
Scale @ Belle River Marina - Belle River Ontario
Dinner @ Toms Gas Dock Miller Marina for awards

August 27th 8th Annual Operation Musk-E-Meet
Shore Club- St. Clair Shores

September 9th &10th Joe Pierce Memorial Derby
Scale & Dinner @ Tom'’s Gas Dock Miller Marina

General Membership Meeting - 7:00 pm
October 13th Big Dog Captain’s meeting 7:00 pm
VFW Bruce Post - St. Clair Shores

October 14th & 15th John Muliett "Big Dog" and Ken Valley Memorial
Scale @ Belle River and Dinner @Tom’s Gas Dock at Miller Marina - SCS

January 24th, 2018 General Membership Meeting & election - 7:00 pm
VFW Bruce Post - St. Clair Shores

Feb 10th 2018 Annual Awards Banquet
Lakeland Banquet Center - St. Clair Shores
* Tournament location and menu items subject to change by the MOMC Board of Directors
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